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Birmingham’s Hall of Memory, 1923-4, First World War memorial by S.N.Cooke and W.N.Twist, with 
sculptures by Albert Toft (b. 1862 Handsworth - d. 1949 Worthing) and sculptural reliefs by William 
Bloye (b. Birmingham 1890 - d. Arezzo, Italy, 1975), and built by John Barnsley and Sons of Birming-
ham (contractors for H.R Yeoville Thomason’s Birmingham Council House 1874-1879 and Birmingham 
Museum & Art Gallery 1879-1887).  

Both Samuel Nathaniel Cooke and Walter Norman Twist served in the 1914-1918 War that the Hall of 
Memory commemorates: Cooke as a Second Lieutenant in the Royal Flying Corp, and Twist as a Sec-
ond Lieutenant in the Worcestershire Regiment.  Their earliest collaboration seems to have been on 
a competition (Building News No. 3054 18 July 1913) for a Student Hostel in Exeter (listed as “S. N. 
Cooke and W. N. Twist, Birmingham.”

Samuel Nathaniel Cooke

Samuel Nathaniel Cooke junior, born Birmingham 1883, was the son of Samuel Nathaniel Cooke the 
elder (b. Birmingham 1854 - d. Birmingham 1927) and the grandson of Samuel Nathaniel Cooke (b. 
Hammersmith 1823 - d. King’s Norton 1892) who had established the family haberdashery business 
(S. E. Cooke Ltd) at 19 New Street, Birmingham, before 1862. Under the later management of Samuel 
Nathaniel Cooke the elder, the business expanded to include premises at 20 New Street, 38 Great 
Western Arcade, and 66 City Arcade Union Street (all Birmingham) by 1915, as well as a shop at 12 
Pier Street, Aberystwyth, by 1895.

S. N. Cooke is listed as a qualified architect at 14 New Street, Birmingham, in 1908, and at various 
times had offices at Montague Street, London, (1920s and 1930s) and on Harborne Road, Birming-
ham, i(1950s and 1960s).  Over a long career, during which he also served as regional president of the 
Architectural Association and won a RIBA Bronze Medal for a factory design, he worked with a number 
of different partners, including Edward Cecil Davies (1892-1965) during the later 1920s and E. Holman 
during the early 1930s).

Other works by S. N. Cooke (& Partners) include:

1911  St. Dunstan’s Mission Church, Marlborough Road, Smethwick.  
1912-13 The Old Repertory Theatre, Station Street, Birmingham, for Sir Barry Jackson, with later  
  extension in 1920.
1926-27 Ferens Art Gallery, Hull (with E. C. Davies).
1927-28 Sun Alliance Insurance Offices, 10 Bennets Hill, Birmingham.
1931-32 Legal & General Assurance Society Limited building at 7-8 Waterloo Street, Birmingham  
  (with E. Holman and with relief sculptures by William Bloye).
1936  various projects for the Neath Canal Company.
1938  The Foxlydiate Arms, Birchfield Road, Webheath, Redditch.
1939  Police Station and Magistrates Court, Shady Lane, Watford (with W. N. Twist).
1954-55 ‘The Duddeston Four’, Birmingham.
1955  St. Paul’s C.E (Aided) School, Upper Holly Walk, Leamington Spa.
1963-64 Parkside Fire Station, Cambridge.
1969  Kineton Middle School, Stratford Upon Avon.

When the winning design for the 1927 Birmingham Civic Complex on Broad Street by Maximilian 
Romanoff (Paris) was judged to be too ambitious/too expensive, S. E. Cooke collaborated with A. J. 
Swann and Hubert Humphries, the City Engineer, to produce a “more modest plan” which was ap-
proved but never fully built.

Walter Norman Twist

Walter Norman Twist, born West Bromwich 1879 and died Sutton Coldfield 1980, was the son of 
George Twist (b. 1832 Birmingham - d. 1922 West Bromwich) variously a thimble manufacturer 
(1881), a bank cashier (1891) and a “wine goods works manager” (1901).  W. Norman Twist’s paternal 
grandfather, William Twist b. Birmingham 1806) had been a master engraver and chaser based in the 
Jewellery Quarter, and the family is associated with the jewellery and allied trades, electro-plating, and 
colour lithography.



W. Norman Twist is listed as an architect at 7 Temple Chambers, Birmingham, from 1905, and is estab-
lished at 115 & 117 Colmore Row by 1913 (his earlier premises at Temple Chambers having been taken 
on by his elder brother, Harry, the chrome lithography artist in 1913).  By 1940, W. Norman Twist’s of-
fice is at the Sun Alliance Insurance Offices on10 Bennets Hill, Birmingham, built by S. E. Cooke in the 
late 1920s.

His first known work is the 1910 People’s Hall at the Parish Church of St. Mary in Selly Oak, a project 
he took on after the winning architect of the original competition, Frank W. Hollinshead, was unable to 
“carry out his duties for reasons of health.”

Commissioned by the Birmingham branch of the British Electrical Development Association in 1931, 
W. Norman Twist designed the first all electric house in Birmingham (at 25 Vicarage Road, Edgbas-
ton).  This was, at the time of its opening on the 7th September 1932 described as “the world’s perfect 
house.”  At the time, The Birmingham Post reported: “With the general application of electricity to do-
mestic service people would get cleaner, better, brighter and more artistic homes, whilst the drudgery 
which was associated with the work of the housewife would be practically abolished.”

W. Norman Twist also designed The Black Horse, Thompson Avenue, Wolverhampton, considered to be 
a fine example of the “reformed” or “improved” public houses, which developed between the two World 
Wars.  Completed in 1933 for Davenports Brewery Ltd, the building was considered a building of con-
siderable architectural merit and featured in ‘Architecture Illustrated’ in 1933. 

John Barnsley and Sons, builders [eplanning.birmingham.gov.uk]

The family building firm was set up by John Barnsley in 1826, and his two sons, Edward and Thomas 
were taken into partnership in 1885, giving rise to the firm of John Barnsley and Sons, which became 
one of Birmingham’s leading building firms.  However, in the 1870s Edward diversified the family’s 
business interests by acquiring a partnership in a long-established varnish and japan manufacturers, 
leaving the building firm in the control of his younger brother Thomas.

Thomas had five sons. While the elder brothers, Charles and William were obliged to enter the fam-
ily businesses, the third and fourth boys were free to choose their careers, and money was available 
for their training.  Thus, Arthur Ernest (known as Ernest) and his younger brother Sidney were free to 
train as architects.
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First World War memorial. 1923-4, by S.N.Cooke and W.N.Twist, With sculpture by Albert Toft and Wil-
liam Bloye. Portland stone ashlar on granite ashlar plinth. Stone dome roof. Roman Doric style. Octago-
nal on plan, or square with splayed corners; and porticos on each of the long sides. Broad pilasters at 
the corners, Doric entablature with deep cornice and attic above, on top of which is a low drum and 
a shallow stone dome. Pedimented Roman Doric porticos with carved stone relief panels above and 
splayed corners with four large bronze figures by Albert Toft, depicting the armed services. Including 
the podium with a wide flight of steps each side and quadrant corners. INTERIOR: Broad pilasters in 
the corners supporting entablature and octagonal coffered dome with lantern light. Between the pilas-
ters, on the short sides, niches and marble benches; on the long sides there are three carved stone 
panels by William Bloye, depicting soldiers leaving home, in action and returning home after the War. 
At the centre of the marble floor a Sienna marble sarcophagus with a bronze casket containing the Roll 
of Honour. Geometric pattern stained glass windows. 


