
Regeneration of Centenary Square in Birmingham

[Summary Brief]

PROJECT AIMS

The aim of this exciting and ambitious International Design Competition is to find design teams 
to develop contemporary conceptual proposals for Centenary Square, an existing prominent 
square in the centre of Birmingham. These ideas will in turn spark the imagination, encourage 
discourse and offer creative solutions to develop this space. The physical ideas should be ones 
that will promote a positive cultural transformation of the square, making it a world class space  
and popular destination.

These proposed interventions should value and support both the civic and community 
engagement. The square, although an important space for the gathering of people at formal 
events, should also be a catalyst for bringing people into the area to stop and relax, promote 
interaction on a smaller scale and informal level; slowing down the pedestrian speed.

Some of the surrounding buildings have been recently transformed or are in the process of 
being developed so the square is in a state of flux. We hope new ideas will promote the 
creation of new linkages with surrounding open spaces and walkable routes; creating a new 
ambience within the square whilst linking important cultural buildings.

It is important to consider the existing square and public highway as one entity. The design 
should consider the extent of the square as the boundary of the site stretches out to the 
surrounding façades. The square should celebrate the existing architecture of the surrounding 
buildings whilst creating a coherent public realm which will strengthen its identity.

A new 'open-air living room' needs to be created which is accessible to all of the people of 
Birmingham and visitors; a friendly, multi layered, durable, safe, flexible square promoting a 
harmonious place for pedestrians overall and cyclists. (Birmingham Mobility Action Plan). The 
Square's intrinsic nature should interact with all who engage with it.

Design Considerations for all of the following:

• King Edward VII statue by Albert Toft is in a fixed location and cannot be relocated
• Baskerville Type Face sculpture 'Industry and Genius' can be relocated but should still relate 
to Baskerville House as this has been located here in honour of John Baskerville; 
and positioned in front of Baskerville House. The letters spell out Virgil, the name of the 
Roman poet whose works were printed by Baskerville, in his typeface
• New Birmingham Family statue by Gillian Wearing can be retained in the square or omitted 
for relocation
• Matthew Boulton, James Watt and William Murdock statue by William Bloy can be retained in 
the square or omitted from the design for relocation
• Retention of the existing 'carpet' of brick paving by Tess Jaray should be considered
• The function and listed building status of the Hall of Memory should be considered and 
incorporated within the design
• The current external areas of seating associated with the Rep and The Library of Birmingham 
should be retained within the design
• Potential for external seating for all the surrounding and future buildings should be 
accommodated
• Counter terrorism measures for the square should be an integral part of the design
• Cycle routes and cycle parking provision should be considered
• Constraints of the Metro and all other public transport should be considered
• Proposals to consider constraints of Network Railway Tunnel running below
• New lighting strategy to be considered
• 3 x pedestrian crossings across Broad Street to be maintained, although the locations may 
change to suit the design

Design Considerations for some or all of the following:



• Solution for a space which can cope with a large number of visitors at various events
• Information capabilities to facilitate the evolving culture and use of the space
• Temporary exhibition spaces
• Temporary stalls
• Outdoor performance opportunities
• Consideration of microclimate, specifically wind mitigation
• Provision of street furniture and lighting
• Incorporation of the library void within the design
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